
Welcome to our third 
newsletter !  At our last update 
we’d just moved into our new 
house on the estate. It now 
feels like home, and is proving 
a great base from which to 
engage with people. 

The Chrysalis Gatherings are 
now running monthly. They’re 
open to everyone seeking to 
follow Jesus on this estate, and 
have proved an excellent 
foundation for much of the 
work that is happening.  

We’ve also really valued 
various meetings with others in 
the Urban Expression 
network, doing similar work all 
over the country. It’s good and 
informative to hear others’ 
successes and frustrations, as 
well as finding fresh ideas and 
energy. 

As you can see from elsewhere 
in these Jottings, there’s lots 
going on—and several new 
ideas bubbling. We’ve 
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Looking Back 

Jottings  
J U L Y  2 0 1 6  I S S U E  3  Q U E S T I O N S  !  

 Do you want to be 

involved ? Please get 

in touch. 

 Got a skill or an 

interest we can 

involve others with 

on Oakmere ?  Call 

us to talk it over. 

 Are you prepared to 

pray for us & our 

new initiatives ? We 

REALLY need you !  

 Could your Church 

use some ideas ?  

We’d love to chat ! 

 Do you have a 

presence on this 

estate in Potters 

Bar ? How can we 

work with you ? 

being aware of our blindness, 
assumptions, and limitations. At 
best, there’s perhaps a vague 
sense of the “right” direction, 
but we usually remain unsure as 
to whether that is down to the 
Holy Spirit or last night’s 
cheese !  

That’s partly why we think Jesus 
told the story of the bags of gold 
(or “talents” if you’re older) in 
Matthew 25—the life of faith is 
about risk. The uncertainty is 
built in. That’s why we need 
faith ! 

On the other hand, we can look 
back with the benefit of 

hindsight, and all is 
clear. We can see 
how God has 
moved in our lives 
and stories, how He 
was in unpredicted 
events or 
consequences, and 
where He had 
destinations in mind 
that we hadn’t even 
considered. 

During a conversation about the 
work here, someone asked 
whether we’d always been so 
sure of what God was saying to 
us ?  We were thrown, since 
we’ve never been sure we’re 
doing the right thing, but 
realized that the language we 
used had given that impression. 
So we thought about it ! 

Seems to us that the language of 
faith is very different whether 
we’re looking forward or 
backwards. Looking forwards, 
into the future, we don’t think 
many of us are sure which way 
to go. There’s always a sense of 
choosing between options, of 

appreciated your prayers in all 
these areas and have valued the 
questions and insights you’ve 
contributed. 

Thanks again for your interest 
and involvement. 

Grace & Peace 

Roger & Jenny (Taylor) 

What’s happening ? 

The book of Acts, for example, 
is written looking backwards: all 
is clear. We don’t see the 
agonizing and debate and 
uncertainty of the early 
Christians as they struggled with 
the critical decisions of the early 
church, because we know they 
made the right ones, looking 
backward. 

The upshot of all this is that too 
often we expect our current 
decisions to be simple and clear, 
because we forget that we’re 
looking forward and it’s not like 
that—and so many Christians 
end up static. Stuck in the search 
for an unreal certainty about the 
way forward, when Jesus calls us 
to embrace the uncertainty and 
take risks. 

After all, what’s the worst that 
can happen ?  He’s promised to 
be with us whatever, and we will 
learn more from our failures 
than from our successes. 



Last time was asked for 
prayer, because the Youth 
Club we run in partnership 
with Youth Connexions was 
struggling for numbers …. 
soon after, the young people 
membership shot up and 
rushed us off our feet ! 

We now have an established 
club of some dozen or so 
regular young people aged 13 
and up, though numbers have 
dropped again over the 
recent warm summer 
weather. 

Please continue to hold the 
club in your prayers as we try 
to relate effectively to the 
youngsters on a Friday 
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“Christians can 

sometimes use 

prayer as a 

substitute for 

obedience”  

 

A.W.Tozer  

Recruiting … you ? 
The work here on Oakmere 
seems to be expanding, with 
loads of ideas and needs, and 
limited resources—not 
financially, but in terms of 
people. 

We’d love to have others 
joining our team in serving this 
estate. People who feel God is 
calling them to live here and 
get involved in simply caring 

for their/our neighbours, 
exploring creative church, and 
sharing their existing gifts and 
passions with the people 
around them.  

If you’d like to chat about 
this—without any sense of 
obligation or commitment at 
this stage—then get in touch 
(details: back page). 

Each month Chrysalis leads all-
age worship at Potters Bar Life 
Church—trying to make 
church accessible to a wide 
range of people across ages 
and learning styles.  

We’ve explored the Atonement 
(& scapegoats), Jesus’ healing 

Last October Chrysalis & 
Wayside Centre ran the first 
Oakmere Fun Day—with 
bouncy castles, various stalls, a 
band, and a BBQ all in  the 
centre of the estate. 

The next one is planned for 
Saturday 1st October—this 
time in partnership with the 
Foodbank, the Wayside 
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Each month, those with a 
sense of the vision of the 
work here meet over a meal 
at our house—we listen, 
talk, share communion, and 
pray together. It’s been 
good to share ideas (and 
frustrations !), and listen to 
others’ wisdom. 

You’d be very welcome to 
join us from 5pm on 
Sundays 17th July, 18th 
September, 16th October,  
& 20th November 2016 

Centre, the local shop, 
Chrysalis, and again Affinity 
Sutton …. we’re hoping, 
bigger, better, and with great 
weather ! 

Fun Day 

Gathered 

of a blind man in John 9, and 
explored Prayer in a workshop 
recently, among other things. 

We’re starting to put some of 
these resources up on the web 
for other churches to use—so 
check out the site (shown on 
the back page) for ideas, but be 
patient for Roger  has a 
backlog to sort ! 

InterGenerational 
Worship 



New possibilities (for prayer ?) 
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Cameo 
the Wayside Centre—and 
we’ve just heard that we’ve got 
some funding from the Baptist 
Insurance Company to help 
with the equipment necessary 
to provide hot meals from 
September. 

Restored ? 

(which stands for Come And 
Meet Each Other) meets every 
Wednesday afternoon at the 
Wayside Center as a drop-in 
facility for all aged 50-plus. We 
started a few weeks ago, and 
numbers are rising slowly. 

Cameo is a 
partnership 
between 
Potters Bar 
Life Church, 
Chrysalis, and 

months, and offering space to 
be listened to, prayer, and 
“Healing Touch”. 

Feel free to join us, and please 
pray over the event as we 
continue to build relationships 
and communicate quiet grace 
to those who come. 

Conversations with some local 
ministers gave rise to the idea 
of offering a regular space for 
healing and well-being on the 
estate—coming from a 
Christian perspective, but not 
seeking to make that the 
leading edge of the initiative. 

The outcome, a monthly event 
called “Restored”, starting in 
September for a trial run of 6 

Oops ! 
We do love our acronyms !  
Oops stands for Oakmere 
Olympic Popups—
Summer 2016, and utilises 
grant money aimed at 
developing activity and 
community cohesion in the 
aftermath of the London 
Olympics 4 years ago. 

We’re running 4 popups 
events through August—
dates depending on 
weather, so people need to 
register on social media to 
hear when they’ll be 
happening and where on 
the estate. 

Each is for kids of all ages 
and their parents and 
carers—just come along 
and join in, bring a picnic if 
you’d like to, and spend 
time with others. 

The themes of the 4 events 
are Parachutes, Water, 
Dens, and Bubbles.  

To Register:  
Text text “Oops !” to 07812-324065 
Web visit “OOPSinOakmere.wordpress.com” 
Facebk  find & like “OOPSinOakmere” 
Email  write to “OOPSinOakmere@gmail.com” 
 with “Register” in subject line 

Key words in our thinking …  Unbusy, Subversive, Apocalyptic      from Eugene Petersen 

“We are committed to following God on the margins and in the gaps, expecting to discover God at 
work among powerless people and in places of weakness.”               from Urban Expression 

We’ll work with anyone who supports our ethos of: … Inclusivity,  Equality, Healthy Relationships, 
Transformational, Perseverance             from Oasis 

“Jesus 
modelled 
Faithful 
Questions, 
the 
Pharisees 
modelled 
Unfaithful 
Obedience” 
 
Derek Flood 



Thanks for your 
interest in the 
work here—
please keep in 
touch. 

07712-104071 

(Roger) 

07517-491103 

(Jenny) 

roger or jenny 

@kenora.co.uk 

5 Stamford 

Close 

Potters Bar 

Hertfordshire 

EN6 5NW 
In the summer of 2015, we led 
a group of people from Life 
Church to join Mission Direct 
in Zambia—spending 2 weeks 
helping to build 
accommodation for girls living 
on the streets in Lusaka. That 
was a life-changing experience 
for many of us, and some of 
the team remain involved as 

Currently we’re planning 2 
trips of 2 weeks in June 2017, 
and it’d be great if you’d like to 
join us for one of those. It’ll be 
a challenge, exciting, fun, and 
(inevitably) disturbing. 

Please pray over the whole 
project, and let us know in 
what way you’d like to be 
involved. 

Data File …. 

Closing date for this trip: 
30th September 2016—
requires completed application 
form and £300 deposit. 

Total cost (inclusive) 
£1,750 

Minimum age 12 years, 
maximum 99 ! 

Contact Roger or Jenny 
for more details, or if you’d 
like to chat over concerns. 
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 Thanks ! 

the “Vision of Hope” project 
we worked on opens officially 
this Autumn. 

“Mission Direct”, whom we 
partnered on this, have invited 
us to head up another trip in 
2017—this time to the Kibera 
Slum in Kenya. We’ll be 
helping to build school 
classrooms for the children 
(currently tin shacks) and 
getting involved in all sorts of 
local projects in the area. 

Reading (at local school) with 
Oakmere School. 

Restored (drop-in healing 
project) with Potters Bar URC, 
Methodist, & Baptist Churches, 
& Wayside Centre. 

Oops (local fun popups) with 
Affinity Sutton Housing. 

Fun Day 2(happening on 1st 
Oct) with Potters Bar 
Foodbank, Wayside Centre, 
the local corner shop & 
Affinity Sutton. 

Intervening (supporting 
people with multi-sensory 
impairments) with Sense. 

Creche at PB1 (the local 

children’s centre) with 
Hertsmere Leisure. 

Preaching with Potters Bar 
Churches—Life Church, URC, 
& Baptist. 

…. plus all of you reading this, for 
your encouragement, prayers, humour, 
and participation ! 
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Almost everything we do on the estate 
here is in partnership with other 
groups ore agencies—we thought this 
would be a good time to say a huge 
“thanks” ! 

Fun Zone (junior youth club) 
with Wayside Management 
Committee. 

Funky Butterfly (senior youth 
club) with Herts Youth 
Connexions. 

 Cameo (60+ drop in) 
 with Life Church & 
 Wayside Centre. 


